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Chapter 1 
Introduction 

Purpose of an Initial Study 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was enacted in 1970 for the purpose of providing 

decision-makers and the public with information regarding environmental effects of proposed 

projects, identifying means of avoiding environmental damage, and disclosing to the public the 

reÁÓÏÎÓ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ Á ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȭÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÁÌȟ ÅÖÅÎ ÉÆ ÉÔ ÌÅÁÄÓ ÔÏ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÄÁÍÁÇÅȢ 4ÈÅ Centinela Valley 

Union High School District (District ) has determined the proposed Project is subject to CEQA, and 

no exemptions apply. Therefore, the preparation of an initial study is required. 

An initial study is a preliminary analysis conducted by the lead agency, in consultation with other 

agencies (responsible or trustee agencies, as applicable), to determine whether there is substantial 

evidence that a project may have a significant effect on the environment. If the initial study 

concludes that a project, with mitigation, may have a significant effect on the environment, an 

environmental impact report should be prepared; otherwise, the lead agency may adopt a negative 

declaration or mitigated negative declaration. 

This initial study has been prepared in accordance with CEQA (Public Resources Code Section 

21000 et seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Section 15000 et 

seq.). 

Document Format 
This initial study is organized into eight sections, as follows:  

 ̧ Chapter 1, Introduction: provides an overview of the Project and the CEQA environmental 

documentation process.  

 ̧ Chapter 2, Project Description: provides a description of the Project location, Project 

background, and Project components.  

 ̧ Chapter 3, Existing Environment: provides a description of the existing environmental setting, 

with a focus on features of the environment that could affect the proposed Project or be 

affected by the proposed Project.  

 ̧ Chapter 4, Environmental Effects/Initial Study Checklist: presents the CEQA Checklist for all 

impact areas and mandatory findings of significance. This section includes a discussion of the 

environmental effects and identifies applicable mitigation measures. 

 ̧ Chapter 5, Mitigation Measures: provides the mitigation measures that would be implemented 

to ensure that potential adverse impacts of the proposed Project would be reduced to a less-

than-significant level.  

 ̧ Chapter 6, Preparation: provides a list of key personnel involved in the preparation of this 

report and key personnel consulted.  
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 ̧ Chapter 7, Determination ɀ Recommended Environmental Documentation: provides the 

recommended environmental documentation for the proposed Project. 

 ̧ Chapter 8, References: provides a list of reference materials used during the preparation of this 

report.  

CEQA Process & Availability of the Initial 
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 

 

Once the adoption of a negative declaration (or mitigated negative declaration) has been proposed, 

a public comment period opens for no less than 20 days, or 30 days if there is state agency 

involvement. The purpose of this comment period is to provide public agencies and the general 

public an opportunity to review the initial study and comment on the adequacy of the analysis and 

the findings of the lead agency regarding potential environmental impacts of the proposed Project. 

If a reviewer believes the Project may have a significant effect on the environment, the reviewer 

should (1) identify the specific effect, (2) explain why it is believed the effect would occur, and (3) 

explain why it is believed the effect would be significant. Facts or expert opinion supported by facts 

should be provided as the basis of such comments. Comments on the document and responses to 

comments will be included in the record and considered by the District during preparation of the 

Final IS/MND. 

Written comments can be submitted to: 

Ron Hacker 
hackerr@centinela.k12.ca.us 

Centinela Valley Union High School District 
14901 South Inglewood Avenue 

Lawndale, CA 90260 

After the close of the public review period, the School Board of the District, as the decision-making 

body, will consider the mitigated negative declaration, together with any comments received 

during the public review process, and will consider whether to approve the proposed Project and 

adopt the mitigated negative declaration.  

During the Project approval process, individuals and/or agencies may address the School Board 

regarding the proposed Project. The School Board agenda can be obtained by visiting ÔÈÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ 

website online at: 

https://www.centinela.k12.ca.us/ . 
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If the proposed Project is approved, the District will file a Notice of Determination with the County 

Clerk within five days. The Notice of Determination will be posted by the County Clerk within 24 

hours of receipt. This begins a 30-day statute of limitations on legal challenges to the approval 

under CEQA. The ability to challenge the approval in court may be limited to those persons who 

objected to the approval of the proposed Project, and to issues that were presented to the lead 

agency by any person, either orally or in writing, during the public comment period.  

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the District does not 

discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation 

to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. 
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Chapter 2 
Project Location and Environmental Setting 

The proposed Leuzinger High School Athletic Facilities Improvements Project (proposed Project) is 

located on the grounds of the Leuzinger High School campus, which is located at 4118 West 

Rosecrans Avenue within the incorporated City of Lawndale in southwest Los Angeles County (see 

Figure 1 , Project Vicinity). 

Leuzinger High School is part of the larger Centinela Valley Union High School District (District). 

The District serves about 6,800 students in grades 9ɀ12 from Lawndale, Hawthorne, Lennox, Del 

Aire, and El Camino Village and is comprised of Hawthorne High School, Lawndale High School, and 

R.K. Lloyde Continuation High School in addition to Leuzinger High School.1 

The Project site, which is located within the northwest corner of the Leuzinger High School campus, 

encompasses approximately 13 acres and is bounded by Rosecrans Avenue on the north, Larch 

Avenue on the west, the existing Leuzinger High School campus to the east, and the Lawndale 

Elementary School District Administrative Offices to the south as well as multi- and single-family 

residences to the southwest. The Leuzinger High School campus, including the Project site, occupies 

approximately 20 acres and is zoned I, designated for Institutional land uses. 

The Project site is currently occupied by Leuzinger High School athletic facilities including baseball 

and softball fields, outdoor basketball courts, a football stadium with 1,464-seat home bleachers 

and 858-seat visitors bleachers as well as a track, tennis courts, and surface parking containing 20 

spaces. Landscaping on the site is limited to grass fields and a small number of ornamental trees 

and shrubs. The softball field and outdoor basketball courts are located on the northwest corner of 

the site. The football field and track are located directly south of the softball field and outdoor 

basketball courts and east of Larch Avenue. The baseball field and tennis courts are located directly 

south of the football field and track and approximately 190-feet east of Larch Avenue with existing 

campus facilities to the west (see Figure 2 , Existing Environment).  

The Project site is located in a mixed public, residential, and commercial area. Multi- and single-

family residences lie to the north. To the east is the existing Leuzinger High School campus and 

multi - and single-family residences are located further east. Directly south is Lawndale Elementary 

School District Administrative Offices and multi- and single-family residences lie to the southwest. 

To the west are multi - and single-family residences with various retail commercial further west 

along Hawthorne Boulevard.  

  

 
1 https://www.bing.com/search?q=Centinela+Valley+Union+High+School+Campus&cvid=65cb437786d94c0 
db8a100ce76cf886b&FORM=ANNTA9&PC=U531; accessed 11/12/2020. 
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